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PRE-COURT PROCESSES
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SYSTEM OVERVIEW

Community 
Intervention

Local Law 
Enforcement

County Juvenile 
Courts & 
Probation

PREVENTION SECURECARE

Adult Criminal 

Justice Spectrum



LOCAL JUVENILE JUSTICE

Juvenile Boards ςover probation departments 
and facilities

164 Juvenile Probation Departments

Local Facilities
- Pre-adjudication
- Post-adjudication
- Non-secure

Juvenile Courts
Prosecutors
Defense Attorneys



TEXAS JUVENILE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT

OPERATES SECURE 
FACILITIES

OPERATES HALFWAY 
HOUSES

PROVIDES FUNDING TO LOCAL 
DEPARTMENTS

REGULATION: 
CERTIFICATION AND 

STANDARDS

PAROLE

PROVIDES TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE



CASE LAW HISTORY

CASE DESCRIPTION

Kent v. U.S. (1966)
Established due process rights for juveniles facing transfer to 
adult system

In Re Gault (1967) 
Established that the due process clause of 14th amendment 
applies to juveniles as well as adults

Roper v. Simmons (2005) No death penalty for juveniles (under 18)

Graham v. Florida (2010) 
No life without parole for non-homicide offenses committed by 
juveniles (under 18)

Miller v. Alabama (2012) No mandatory life without parole for juveniles (under 18)



SYSTEM COMPARISON

ADULT                                JUVENILE

Civil
Confidential

Rehabilitation-Based
Miranda Plus

Right to Counsel
Beyonda Reasonable Doubt

Criminal
Public

Punishment-Based
Miranda

Right to Counsel
Beyond a Reasonable Doubt



TERMINOLOGY COMPARISON

ADULT                            JUVENILE

Taken Into Custody
Detained

Released to Parent
Respondent

Delinquent Conduct/CINS
Petition

Adjudication Hearing
True/Not True
Adjudication
Disposition

Arrested
Jailed

Bail/Bond
Defendant

Criminal Offense
Indictment/Information

Trial
Guilty/Not Guilty

Conviction
Sentence



Family Code

Rules of Civil Procedure

Code of Criminal Procedure

Penal Code

Health and Safety Code

Transportation Code

Education Code

Human Resources Code

Texas Administrative Code



WHO IS A CHILD?

10 or older and under 17 and alleged or found to 
have engaged in delinquent conduct or CINS 

17 and under 18 who is alleged or found to have 
engaged in delinquent conduct or CINS as a 
result of acts committed before turning 17 OR

10 and not yet 19 who is committed to TJJD


